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Adolescent Neglect
Session content

1.

 Introduction
 Adolescent neglect quiz

2.

 What do we know about adolescent neglect / why is it
important?

 The elephant in the room

3.

 The Children’s Society’s new research programme
 Findings from first study
 What next?
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Introduction
‘

 The Children’s Society
 Our history
 Our work in Essex
 Why adolescent neglect is important to TCS
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The Children’s Society
Over 130 years
supporting the most
dis-advantaged young
people.
Visit our archive online:
http://www.hiddenlives.org.uk
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From past to present
We work for vulnerable teenagers aged 10 to 18:

 to be safe from abuse, exploitation and violence;

 to have their individual needs met;
 to have positive mental health and emotional
wellbeing;

 to be free from poverty and destitution.
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Why we are focusing on the most vulnerable
adolescents
‘You don’t understand the badness of things that happen to
you’
‘There was no agencies where I was at all for young
people.’
‘I didn’t think that there was anywhere to go.’
‘[I was] frightened of destroying the family.’
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Campaigns, policy and research on adolescents

.
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ADOLESCENT NEGLECT QUIZ

5 minutes / 5 questions
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Adolescent neglect: what we know about scale
Official figures – all children and young people
Rates of children subject to Child Protection Plan per 10,000
57
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QUIZ – Q 1)
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Adolescent neglect: what we know about scale
Official figures - adolescents
Category of maltreatment for CP Plans for 11-17-year-olds
2010

2011

2012

Neglect

3,640 (38%)

3,910 (37%)

4,170 (37%)

Physical abuse

1,190 (12%)

1,270 (12%)

1,210 (11%)

880 (9%)

940 (9%)

950 (8%)

Emotional abuse

2,970 (31%)

3,130 (29%)

3,330 (29%)

Multiple

1,010 (10%)

1,440 (13%)

1,660 (15%)

TOTAL

9,690

10,690

11,320

Sexual abuse

Source: DfE CiN data

QUIZ – Q 1) & 1a)
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Adolescent neglect: what we know about scale
Serious Case Reviews

 Neglect is much more prevalent in serious case reviews than
had originally been understood (neglect found in 60% of 139
reviews from 2009-2011)

 Neglect can be life threatening and needs to be treated with
as much urgency as other categories of maltreatment

 Neglect with the most serious outcomes is not confined
to the youngest children, and occurs across all ages
Brandon et al. (2013)
QUIZ – Q 2) 60%
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Adolescent neglect: what we know about scale
NSPCC, Lifetime prevalence of neglect (Radford et al., 2011)
Under 11s

11 to 17

13
5%
%
n. Adolescence = 11-17-years-old.

18 to 24
16
%

(ii) Neglect distinct from other ‘maltreatment’, i.e. physical,
sexual or emotional abuse.

QUIZ – Q 3) ???????
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Adolescent neglect: what we know about “consequences”
Research says … (???)

 Physical health, emotional / psychological health, mental
health, safety, education, family responsibilities, asb /
offending, externalising / risk-taking behaviours …

 BUT there were methodological issues for all studies when
thinking about adolescent neglect!
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Adolescent neglect: what we know about “outcomes”
Landmark study (RYDS) found that:

 Maltreatment which begins during adolescence is more damaging
than maltreatment which started and ceased during childhood. It
causes problems during late adolescence and early adulthood
including “involvement in criminal behaviours, substance misuse,
health-risking sexual behaviours and suicidal thoughts”.

 Neglect during adolescence is as damaging as other forms of
maltreatment - increasing the risk of arrest, offending and violent
crime in late adolescence, and the risk of arrest and drug use in
early adulthood.
(Thornberry et al., 2010)
QUIZ – Qs 4) & 5)
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Adolescent neglect: Why it is important

 Many young people are neglected
 Little is known about causes and contexts

 Significant negative outcomes (RYDS)
 Lack of effective professional response
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WHAT IS
‘ADOLESCENT
NEGLECT’?
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What is adolescent neglect?
‘Neglect is when parents ignore you … or leave you and
you get hurt … and you have no one to turn to … when you
don’t get fed properly … I was underweight, my skin was
dead pale.’
(Young person’s view)

‘All of my work with teenagers is about trying to rectify
neglect of some sort.’
(Professional’s view)

(TCS, University of York, NSPCC: ‘Safeguarding Young People’, 2010)
23 November 2015

17

What is adolescent neglect?

What do you think? (10 minutes)
In groups discuss:

 How you think neglect at home shows itself in the
adolescents you work with
[3 main things]

 What you might ask a teenager to ascertain whether
they were being neglected at home?
[3 questions]
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Adolescent neglect – official definition
Working Together to Safeguard Children, 2015
Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or
psychological needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s
health or development. Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of
maternal substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or
carer failing to:

 provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or
abandonment);

 protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger;
 ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate care-givers); or
 ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment.
It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional
needs.
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New research programme
Broad aims

First study
(publication in
Jan 2016)






What is ‘adolescent neglect’?
How much adolescent neglect is there in England?
What are the contexts for adolescent neglect?
What are the consequences of adolescent neglect?

 National schools online surveys
 Around 2,000 young people in Years 8 and 10 (12-13 /
14-15-year-olds)

 Developed and used a new measure of ‘experiences of
parenting behaviours’ – alongside indicators of well-being
(initial findings in GCR 2014)
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Parenting behaviours measure
Developing a measure – parenting categories:
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
 EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT
During
the last yearSUPPORT
how often did your parents, or the adults you live
 EMOTIONAL
with …



PHYSICAL CARE
… help you if you had problems?

SUPERVISION

… support you if you were upset?
… tell you when they thought you had
done something well?

Always

Often

Sometimes

Hardly
ever

Never
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Parenting behaviours measure
Creating scales:
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT


PHYSICAL

During the last year how often did your parents, or the adults you live
 EDUCATIONAL
with …



SUPERVISORY
… help you if you had problems?

EMOTIONAL

… support you if you were upset?
… tell you when they thought you had
done something well?

SCORE for emotional support

Always

Often

Sometimes

4

3

2

1

0

4

3

2

1

0

4

3

2

1

0

3 +

3 + 4

=

Hardly
ever

Never

10
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Thresholds for neglect
 Risk-taking behaviours

Scores for
experiences of
parenting …

 ‘Do you ever smoke cigarettes?’

 Psychological health

 Emotional

 (Problems with sleeping / feeling

support

 Educational
support

 Physical care
 Supervision

depressed)

Linked to …

 School
 In the last three months have you

missed school without permission?

 Subjective well-being
 Huebner life satisfaction

(five item scale e.g. ‘My life is just right’)
 ‘Relatedness’

(four item scale e.g. ‘People in my life
care about me’)
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Summary of some overall findings
14-15-year-olds
Young people are more
supported in some ways
than in others

 Almost half reported full scores for ‘physical care’ and
‘supervision’

 Less than 1/3 reported full scores for ‘educational’ or
‘emotional support’

Context makes a
difference

 Boys are less supervised than girls

 Young people living with a lone parent less ‘physical
care’ or ‘emotional support’

 Material deprivation underpins much neglect
Neglected teenagers
do worse

 Less parenting inputs (mostly) = poorer outcomes
e.g. smoking / drinking, life satisfaction

 Importance of ‘emotional support’
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Adolescent neglect – scores/thresholds …
and % of young people

Cared for

At risk

Neglected

% of 14-15yr-olds
neglected

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT

7 – 12

5–6

0–4

8%

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT

7 – 12

5–6

0–4

5%

PHYSICAL CARE

8 – 12

6–7

0–5

4%

Parenting type

SUPERVISION

7 – 12

0–6

8%
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Adolescent neglect
What next for TCS?

More research

 Disseminate first study findings
 Second study – asking young people, parents and
professionals about parenting and neglect

 Survey / interviews in PRUs
Campaigns /
policy work

“Seriously awkward” (16 / 17s focus)

 Around 20% of 16 and 17 year old have mental health issues a
jump from 12% for 11 to 15 age group

 70,680 of 16 and 17 year olds assessed by children’s services
as ‘children in need’

 44% of all children at risk of sexual exploitation are 16 and 17
BUT … the law does not offer the same protection as for
under 16s
23 November 2015
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